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Cahokia Mounds: What Happened?
Did you know that there are ancient cities that disappeared from history? There is a city named Cahokia located near Collinsville, Illinois.
Cahokia was first built around 700 A.D. and was established for nearly 400 years. For years people have been trying to find out why

Cahokia was abandoned. We are going to find out reasons to what happened to the natives of Cahokia Mounds, which could have happened
and what didn’t?

 
 

fQuestion #2- Why were Monks Mounds built on a mound? First, What is a mound? “Mounds were typically flat-topped
earthen pyramids used as platforms for religious buildings, residences of leaders and priests, and locations for public
rituals. In some societies, honored individuals were also buried in mounds.”(Indian Mounds). In tribes, they are mostly

respected. Being buried could be in their culture as their own special way of appreciating one another. Native Americans
were spiritual so that could be they decided to land there for a place to live for rituals.

 
Question #3- What did Cahokia look like when the tribes were there?

“Like cities in other parts of the world, Cahokia, which sprawled over an area of about five square miles, developed
in a highly desirable spot. The settlement was situated along a flood plain that provided fertile soil for agriculture, with
nearby hickory forests to provide wood and other raw materials as well as wildlife to hunt. (Cahokia Mounds State
Historic Site). “Like a modern city with suburbs, Cahokia’s outer edge was a residential area, consisting of houses

made from sapling frames lined with clay walls and covered by prairie grass roofs. Further inside was a log
palisade wall and guard towers, which protected a central ceremonial precinct of the site.” “At the center was the

100-foot-tall Monks Mound, the largest earthen mound in North America, which had four terraces and a ramp or
stairway leading up from the ground. From the top of the mound, one could take in a panoramic view of Cahokia

and its surrounding realm.” (History). It was a huge community. They were talented with sculpting. They knew how to
survive with little resources and turn it into something bigger. They knew how to hunt so living by woods and a river

was convenient for them.
 Question #4- Why were the people of Cahokia buried together? Here, two central bodies were placed, one on top of the

other, on a partial bed of beads that also ran between and around the bodies. Several other bodies, buried at the same
time, were arranged around this pair. Fowler and later archaeologists came to believe that this was a burial of two high-

status males surrounded by their servants. They interpreted the arrangement of beads associated with these central
figures as the remains of a beaded cape or blanket in the shape of a bird. The pattern of beads near the heads of the two

central bodies resembled a bird head, some thought.
Because the bird is a common motif related to warriors and supernatural beings in some Native American traditions,

Fowler proposed that the central males of the beaded burial represented mythical warrior chiefs (Illinois News Bureau).
People of Cahokia have their own religious and spiritual views. They worked together and worshiped the chiefs that ruled
the city. In the afterlife, they believe that they will be still with their Chief and will follow for eternity. Family and friends

stick together. They could have decided to migrate once the population and resources were scarce.

Question #5- How were the people killed, if they were? “Under it was found the remains of a tall man buried
about the year 1050. He died in his early 40s and was laid to rest on about 20,000 shell ornaments and

more than 800 apparently unused arrows with finely made heads. Also in the grave were staff and 15
shaped stones of the kind used for games. "Clearly, some really important leader is buried in there," Pauketat
says. Interred with him were four men with their heads and hands cut off and 53 young women apparently

strangled. Their youth, 15 to 25 years, and the fact that they were all women suggests human sacrifice. People
that young did not die of natural causes in such numbers. Nearby, researchers found more burials and

evidence of a charnel house. In all, 280 skeletons were found. About 50 lay haphazardly in a single deep pit
as if tossed in without honor. Some have arrowheads in the back or were beheaded, evidence of warfare or
perhaps a crushed rebellion. "I would guess there were people around who weren't too loyal," Pauketat says.”
(Washington Post). The young women were subjected to horrific events most likely after their leader passed.

They were treated like ragdolls and like their life meant nothing without someone higher than them. Around this
time and with different cultures women didn’t matter. Women were known to be worthless if they didn’t have

some association with a man. It was hard for people in the early times to remain on in life. Other people fed on
things like that to get what they wanted.

To sum up, Cahokia had multiple mysterious ways they could have gone missing. They could carefully take care of
one another. They knew how to hunt, farm, and build. They had woods that went on forever. They had structures
and their type of housing. They took care of each other against enemies but that doesn’t mean they didn’t harm
their people. Women died as sacrifices for their rulers that passed. In this case, they let everything get the best of

them. You need people to help you. They end up being each other’s own worst enemy.

Question #1- Does anyone have proof as to why the Cahokians abandoned the place?
“The Native Americans at Cahokia farmed, traded, and hunted. They were also early urban planners, who used astronomical
alignments to layout a low-scale metropolis of 10-20,000 people, featuring a town center with broad public plazas and key

buildings set atop vast, hand-built earthen mounds. The largest of these mounds was 100 feet tall and covered 14 acres – and still
exists today.

But rather than developing, like London, into a modern metropolis, Cahokia is more like the fabled lost continent of Atlantis. Having
become a major population center around AD1050, by 1350 it was largely abandoned by its people – and no one is sure why.
Neither war, disease, nor European conquest drove Cahokia’s residents from their homes. Indeed, the first white man to reach these
lands, Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto, didn’t do so until 1540.”(The Guardian) Nobody can find out what happened to the

Cahokians and only have assumptions about them. There isn’t really much evidence left but people still have the ruler with his treasures
and the women that were sacrificed for him. There is the whole mound where everything took place in around 1000 A.D.
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